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CHURCH 
STATE 


A MONTHLY REVIEW 








Up to the Minute 


The death of Speaker Sam Rayburn has led to spec- 

ulation that John W. McCormack of Massachusetts 
_ would become Speaker and third in line for succession 
to the Presidency. 
Hence, with its up-to-the-minute service, CHURCH AND 
STATE brings you a careful study of this man’s record 
on church-state issues. Rep. McCormack is also, of 
course, the leading candidate for election to the post 
Speaker Rayburn has held so long. His record, his 
views are of deep concern to every citizen at this 
moment. 

Latest on the Peace Corps, ICA and foreign aid in 
Latin America comes in this issue together with a sig- 
nificant court decision in Oklahoma which encourages 
those who support church-state separation. Also 
another eye-opener on the Wealth of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church and a piece on Rep. Cleveland Bailey’s 
new proposals for Federal school aid. Read it all in 
this issue! 

Defeat of State Amendment 6 in New York 
State may presage the awakening of public conscience 
on the whole matter of church-state separation. The 
advocates of public subsidy to church institutions led 
by Cardinal Spellman and Father Laurence J. McGin- 
ley, president of Fordham University, have had their 
own way for so long in New York that many gave up. 
They felt that any effective resistance to Roman Cath- 
olic demands in that state was out of the question. 

Yet the proposal to make $500,000,000 of the state’s 
credit available for church colleges met a stunning 
' upset on Nov. 7. There is more to this than meets the 
eye. It may be that the whole trend can now be re- 
versed in New York. An aroused electorate may stay 
aroused. Only the bare announcement was squeezed 
into this issue. Subscribe to CHURCH AND STATE today 


and get the full story in the January number. 
* * * 
By the way, we are now using a new method of ad- 


dressing. It’s a “Cheshire mailing tape’’ which adheres 
but is removable, too. Lift a corner, peel it off, pass 
on your copy to someone else. 


* * * 

A helpful thought—you can solve your Christmas 
gift-giving problems now with the gift that will bring 
enjoyment and information every month for a year 
and, incidentally, make the recipients new friends of 
POAU. 

In this issue we feature a special gift subscription 
offer—$3 for a full year. We also send a special card 
‘of notification to the friends you remember in this way. 

Attached at page 8 is a postage paid envelope all 
addressed and ready to go. Just fill in the names and 
addresses of those you want to remember and include 
your check in the proper amount. 
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Foreign Aid in Colombia 
Promotes Clerical Power 


News that Peace Corpsmen in rural Colombia are 
to be billeted with Roman Catholic priests appears to 
supply the final clincher as to the fundamentally sec- 
tarian nature of the operation in that country. The 
corpsmen will obviously be under the sponsorship and 
tutelage of the village priest. It is in the rural areas of 
Colombia where priest-incited mobs have frequently 
destroyed Protestant churches and driven Protestant 
missionaries from the community. The Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia lists 116 known dead as a 
result of the anti-Protestant persecution there. Prot- 
estant observers in Colombia assert that this act of 
official deference to the village priest will undoubtedly 
be regarded as placing the stamp of United States ap- 
proval upon his anti-Protestant behavior. They feel 
that their lot will become increasingly difficult as a 
result. 





One of the tasks assigned to Peace Corpsmen is the 
building of schools whose teaching program will be 
controlled by the Roman Catholic Church. Some of the 
schools are reported to be in areas where more than 
200 Protestant schools have been closed in recent years 
as a result of a concordat between the Vatican and the 
Colombian government. 

Actually, the clerical partnership promoted by the 
Peace Corps is only one phase of the effort to use U.S. 
funds and commodities to promote Roman Catholic 
aims south of the border. Eagerly grasping for foreign 
aid funds is a priest, Father José Joaquin Salcedo, who 
has pretty well sold his cause to the State Department. 


How To Beat The Protestants 


Fr. Salcedo is the founder of “Radio Sutatenza” 
which has mushroomed into a large operation with a 
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skyscraper building in Bogota and a hand in many dif- 
ferent activities. “Radio Sutatenza” poses as an anti- 
illiteracy program for Colombia and solicits funds in 
the States through the American Foundation for Cul- 
tural Popular Action. In truth, however, “Radio Suta- 
tenza” is the hierarchy’s answer to the famous Protes- 
tant station, “The Voice of the Andes” which has had 
a wide audience in Colombia. The Protestant station 
receives no government subsidies of any kind. 

Fr. Salcedo’s “anti-illiteracy” campaign is regarded 
as a fake by informed Colombians. He is so lacking in 
the trust of Colombian leaders that when American 
officials in ICA (International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration) sought to funnel funds from surplus commodi- 
ties sales to him, Colombian officials themselves 
stopped the deal. Among Colombian Protestants Fr. 
Salcedo is known as a bigot who does not hesitate to 
indulge in anti-Protestant activity which he is very 
anxious for the U.S. foreign aid program to subsidize. 
When former Ambassador Cabot was falsely accused 
of favoring Protestants because he objected to their 
being harassed and beaten, Fr. Salcedo broadcast at- 
tacks on the American official. 


Aid For Salcedo 


This man and his Roman Catholic broadcasting 
program are now a prize project of the ICA. The 
agency’s director for Latin America, John W. 
“Johnny” Johnston and its director in Bogota, Charles 
P. “Chuck” Fossum, have gone all-out to get foreign 
aid funds for Salcedo’s anti-Protestant program. The 
priest is very anxious to get the money as he is deeply 
in debt. Aside from enhancing the already far too pow- 
erful Roman Catholic clericalism in Colombia, it is 
hard to see what Directors Johnston and Fossum ex- 
pected to accomplish with U.S. subsidies to Fr. Salcedo. 

Another clerical boondoggle is to be observed in the 
flow of U.S. surplus via Roman Catholic agencies. Doro- 
thy Kilgallen, herself a Roman Catholic, reports from 
an eyewitness observer that U.S. surplus flour and wheat 
does not seem to be reaching the needy in Latin Amer- 
ica. The marking on the surplus bags was too much 
for Dorothy. It read: “DONATED BY THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE KEN- 
NEDY CATHOLIC AID PROGRAM.” She reports 
that while the needy obviously are not getting it, no- 
body seems to know where the stuff is actually going. 

One observer captioned the problems of Latin Amer- 
ican aid neatly: “Too many tarantulas in the bananas.” 
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@ Editorials @ 


What Right To Rites? 


Something may have to be done 
about defining the relation of human 
rights to religious rites. We hap- 
pened to be in a disaster area some- 
time ago and witnessed clergymen 
rushing to the scene and adminis- 
tering the last rites of their particu- 
lar faith, without apparent discrim- 
ination, to all the dying. 

Such devotion to duty is com- 
mendable. There is, however, an- 
other aspect of the matter: What 
about victims of the disaster who 
may not desire these particular 
rites? What protection do they 
have, if unconscious and perhaps 
dying, against rites of which they 
disapprove? 

With some this is no problem. 
They shrug and figure it will not 
hurt them, might even do some 
good. But others we know react in 
strong negative. They do not want 
imposed on them the rites of an- 
other church than their own. There 
may be others who would not de- 
sire the rites of any church. 

The problem comes to our atten- 
tion from time to time in another 
manner. We have received irate 
letters from Baptist parents of 
infants who have been given Roman 
Catholic baptism in hospitals of 
that denomination. If the infant 
appears to be in danger of death, a 
devout nurse may summon a priest 
or even administer Catholic baptism 
herself. 

On learning of the performance 
of this rite, Baptist parents have 
been deeply disturbed. In some 
cases they have desired to take legal 
action against the hospital especially 
in instances where the institution 
has been built with Hill-Burton 
funds. What protection is there 
against such rites? 
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Still another instance is the case 
of aged persons in their final ill- 
ness. An aggressive clergyman may 
be called in by some well-meaning 
friend. This clergyman may then 
minister to a person not fully 
aware, or not aware at all, of what 
is going on. Upon death he may 
then provide the funeral rites even 
though the person may have been a 
lifelong member of another faith. 

It may be that some clarification 
of a citizen’s rights in such matters 
is desirable. It offends freedom that 
anyone should be compelled to at- 
tend worship. Just so, it offends 
freedom that anyone should have 
religious rites forced upon him. 

Laws in this area would likely be 
neither wise nor effective. Rev. Dan 
Potter, executive of the Protestant 
Council of New York City, has pro- 
vided tags with the caption “I am a 
Protestant.” These are being worn 
by some members of the Protestant 
minority there. Presumably they 
would be respected by clergy of the 
majority faiths. Perhaps what is 
needed is a “code of ethics” for 
behavior of clergy in emergency sit- 
uations which responsible church 
groups would formulate and observe. 


He Blames Others 


Abraham Ribicoff, secretary of 
HEW, has angrily chided the na- 
tion’s college presidents for not sup- 
porting Federal aid to schools. Mr. 
Ribicoff, who hopes to be appointed 
by President Kennedy to the next 
vacancy on the Supreme Court, 
forgot to mention the real culprit 
in the school aid debacle—Abraham 
Ribicoff. 

Ever since he was governor of 
Connecticut, Mr. Ribicoff has dis- 
played a fatal weakness for playing 
politics with the Roman Catholic 
bishops. As governor of Connecti- 
cut he played the bishops’ game on 
bus transportation with the result 
that the taxpayers of that state are 





now being saddled with a heavy 
burden. 

During the First Session of the 
87th Congress Ribicoff’s sectarian 
meddling may have been decisive 
in defeating the President’s bill. 
After the shock of Cardinal Spell- 
man’s intemperate outburst had 
subsided the sectarian issue was 
apparently leveling off. The Presi- 
dent was firm on the matter, the 
legal memorandum from govern- 
ment attorneys was faithful to the 
Constitution and the courts. Card- 
inal Spellman was in retreat and 
prospects for Federal aid were good. 
Then, up popped Secretary Ribicoff 
to set the whole thing off again. 

Secretary Ribicoffs incessant 
theme, ““We must do something for 
the Catholics,” may have made 
good political music in Connecticut, 
but it failed in Washington. It was 
Secretary Ribicoff who proposed the 
$375 million loans for construction 
of parochial schools. He sought to 
evade the Constitution with the 
clumsy ruse of a stipulation that no 
religion would be taught in build- 
ings constructed with these funds. 

This was just more than Con- 
gress and the public could take. In 
the resulting furor prospects ofa 
general school aid bill vanished. 
Chief culprit: HEW Secretary Ribi- 
coff who, as we believe we said, 
hopes to be President Kennedy’s 
first appointee to the Supreme 
Court. 


Look Back In Anxiety 


It is a paradox not without truth 
that the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
never makes any mistake except 
the big one. It has a fatal genius for 
pushing too far too fast and grab- 
bing for too much too soon. 

Now the bishops have done it 
again. They took a straight dog- 
in-the-manger stand on school aid 
in the 87th Congress. Here were 
the key sentences in their “moral 
pronouncement” — 
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In the event that a Federal aid program 
is enacted which excludes children in 
private schools, these children will be 
victims of discriminatory legislation. 
There will be no alternative but to oppose 
such legislation. 


Shorn of double-talk, this means 
that if Roman Catholic schools do 
not receive Federal aid the bishops 
will see to it that no schools get it. 
The archbishop coadjutor of Bal- 
timore, Lawrence J. Shehan, has 
publicly stated that his church con- 
trols enough votes in Congress to 
make the “political holdup” perma- 
nent. 


This is what we mean by the big 
blunder. The slow burn which the 
public is beginning to exhibit is evi- 
dence. Additional evidence comes 
from the Roman Catholic diocesan 
press. These papers show extreme 
nervousness. There are articles and 
editorials which purport to show 
that their church really had nothing 
to do with the defeat of the Presi- 
dent’s bill. It was two other guys. 
They want everybody to be fair. 

The climactic evidence of anxiety 
is the statement by Cardinal Cush- 
ing who implies that the hierarchy 
made a mistake in its dog-in-the- 
manger stand. 

The Cardinal wrote in his column 
in The Boston Pilot that he thought 
Federal subsidies to parochial 
schools were permissible under 
the Constitution. But, he added, 
and this is the key sentence— 
“T feel that as long as the majority 

. are against such use of taxes 
Catholics should try to prove their 
right to such assistance but neither 
force such legislation through at the 
expense of national disunity nor use 
their political influence in Congress 
to block other legislation of benefit 
to education because they do not 
get their own way.” 

These are wise words. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy does not follow Car- 
dinal Cushing; it follows Cardinal 
Spellman to whose vocabulary the 
word moderation is unknown. 
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Post Office 
Says No 


A strong campaign to force the 
Post Office Department to alter its 
traditional stand against sectarian 
commemorative stamps has appar- 
ently failed. An asserted “student 
campaign” centering in Loyola Col- 
lege, Baltimore, has been urging a 
commemorative stamp in honor of 
Cardinal Gibbons, the late prelate 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The campaign drew support from 
former Postmaster General James 
A. Farley who urged the Gibbons 
stamp. “I realize there will undoubt- 
edly be some objections... froma 
religious point of view but I hope 
... they can be overcome.” 

The proposed stamp drew a 
prompt protest from POAU. A letter 
to Postmaster General J. Edward 
Day from executive director Glenn 
L. Archer recalled “the long-stand- 
ing tradition which has denied pro- 
motion by official agencies to the 
religious bodies of this country.” 

The letter went on to say: “While 
we do not wish. . . to reflect upon 
the splendid churchmanship of Car- 
dinal Gibbons and his undoubted 
patriotism, we do feel that such an 
act of official favoritism . . . on be- 
half of his church would definitely 


violate our tradition of separation 
of church and state. . .. To show 
this kind of recognition to one group 
would... inevitably involve the 
Department in the necessity of 
equalizing its recognition to other 
groups... .” 

In a reply to Mr. Archer on be- 
half of Mr. Day, Franklin R. Bruns, 
Jr., director, Division of Philately, 
indicated that the Post Office De- 
partment had no intention of is- 
suing any such stamp. “It is true,” 
he wrote, “that there have been 
proposals that such a stamp be is- 
sued but the Postmaster General’s 
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Commit- 
tee has not recommended such a 
stamp in compliance with criteria 
that no religious, fraternal or politi- 
cal group or entity appear on a 
United States stamp.” 





1962 Conference 
in Chicago 

The 1962 National Confer- 
ence of POAU will be held in 
Chicago Feb. 5 and 6. All day- 
time sessions will be held at the 
Hamilton Hotel. The public 
meetings will be held at Orches- 
tra Hall both days at 8 P.M. 

Featured speakers will be 
Glenn L. Archer, executive di- 
rector of POAU; Dr. Harold A. 
Bosley, pastor, First Methodist 
Church, Evanston; Dr. Ramsey 
Pollard, pastor, Bellevue Bap- 
tist Church, Memphis; Dr. Weir 
Hartman, executive director, 
Columbus, O. Council of 
Churches; and many others. 

For information write to: 


Conference Desk, National POAU 
1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

or 
Conference Desk, Midwest POAU 
Room 1809, 105 W. Adams St. 
Chicago 3, Ill. 
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McCormack Choice For Speakership 
Raises Serious Sectarian Questions 


The death of House Speaker Sam Rayburn has led 
to speculation as to his successor. The number one 
candidate by virtue of his position as Majority Leader 
of the House is John McCormack of Massachusetts. 
There are significant church-state considerations in- 
volved in the proposed selection of Mr. McCormack. 


Critics of Mr. McCormack raise questions about his 
long pro-Catholic legislative record. He has repeatedly 
gone far beyond the position taken by many Roman 
Catholics in Congress, and has sharply disagreed with 
President Kennedy himself in regard to many Roman 
Catholic issues. 


McCormack fought desperately in 1952 against a 
House bill that would have permanently blocked the 
appointment of a Vatican ambassador by denying 
public funds for such an official. In 1948 he endorsed 
on the floor of the House a bitter attack on the Supreme 
Court for its decision in favor of the separation of 
church and state in public education in the famous 
McCollum case. 


McCormack’s eloquent arguments for “liberty” and 
“unity” against communism have supported undemo- 
cratic Roman Catholic regimes such as that of Franco 
in Spain. In 1950 he appeared at a House hearing on 
the partition of Ireland and argued vigorously in favor 
of the absorption of Protestant Northern Ireland into 
the predominantly Roman Catholic Irish Republic. 


Others say that Mr. McCormack’s use of his posi- 
tion to procure special favors for his church would 
tend to reduce confidence in the official. One must, 
they say, distinguish between the “professional” Cath- 
olic and the “amateur” Catholic. Such observers in- 
variably cite John W. McCormack as a bonafide ex- 
ample of the “professional.” 


Rep. McCormack’s most recent service to his church 
was his determined battle to defeat President Ken- 
nedy’s school aid bill. In this fight Mr. McCormack 
literally followed the bishops’ line. He did his best to 
get Roman Catholic aid into the bill. When this failed 
he conspicuously dragged his feet. 


Mr. McCormack became the hero of his church 
when he personally sponsored and drove through 
Congress a series of bills which resulted in the pay- 
ment of close to $30,000,000 in frozen Japanese assets 
to Roman Catholic institutions in the Philippines. The 
House Leader loves to point out that he has obtained 
money for the Protestants, too. This claim is true. In 
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the case of H.R. 6586 which Mr. McCormack slipped 
through Congress in its waning moments on July 27, 
1956, Protestant groups got about $30,000 while Ro- 
man Catholic groups got more than $8 million. Arch- 
bishop Santos of Manila was so delighted that he sent 
a congratulatory cable. These claims had repeatedly 
been rejected by the War Claims Commission, yet 
when the McCormack bill passed they were paid 
anyway. There have been several rounds of Philippine 
grants, all of them put through by Rep. McCormack 
with the frank exercise of his great power in the House. 
Latest figures showed grants to the Roman Catholic 
Church of $24,629,934 while Protestant Churches re- 
ceived $4,062,718. Now there is a bill up for some more. 
Mr. McCormack’s name is on it. 

A special little bill providing nearly $1 million for 
repairs to the Pope’s summer palace reportedly dam- 
aged in World War II, was engineered by Rep. Mc- 
Cormack. Roman Catholic hospitals have been the 
particular objects of Mr. McCormack’s largesse with 
the taxpayer’s money. He put through special bills 
providing $4 million for Providence Hospital and 
$1,590,000 for Georgetown Hospital, both Roman 
Catholic. Rep. McCormack always insists on pointing 
out that he also got better than $4 million for Sibley, 
a Methodist hospital. Proposals to donate surplus 
property abroad to church groups have had the strong 
support of Rep. McCormack as well as the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference. 

For these and other significant services to his church 
as a member of Congress, Rep. McCormack has been 
repeatedly honored. Perhaps his most conspicuous 
decoration was awarded by Pope Pius XII in April, 
1957 when Mr. McCormack was invested with the 
rank of Knight Commander of the Order of St. Greg- 
ory the Great, with Star. The award was for “civil and 
military” service to the Vatican. Congress passed a 
special act in accordance with Art. 1, Sec. 9 of The 
Constitution in order to permit Rep. McCormack to 
receive this decoration from a “foreign power.” Mr, 
McCormack is also a member of the Order of Malta, 
First Class, and recipient of the Peace Medal of the 
Third Order of St. Francis. 

Rep. McCormack is known among his colleagues as 
“the Archbishop” because of his devotion to his 
church’s interests. One veteran observer commented: 
“Rep. McCormack has always operated in Congress 
on the theory that what was good for the Catholic 
Church was good for the country.” 
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Monastery Climate 
Weather or No 


Residents of Akron were baffled when the US. 
Weather Bureau established a post there and in- 
sisted on locating it on the grounds of a Roman Cath- 
olic monastery, the Infant of Prague Villa. Ray Rob- 
inson, chief meteorologist, explained that the weather 
at the monastery was just the right kind of weather 
for the bureau to record. In fact, he said, it was the 
only kind of weather in the entire region that met their 
specifications. 

The weather in Akron, he went on to say, is differ- 
ent now from 50 years ago. Having made a good point, 
he followed it up. What made it different was the pave- 
ment on the streets, the smoke, the smog and what not. 
So, if they were going to compare the weather with 
fifty years ago, downtown was no good. But they did 
not want to go way out, either. Who wants to go way 
out? Well, just the happy medium—not too far out, 


not too far in, not too foggy, not too pavey, not too 


urban, not too rural—in short, just right—was the In- 
fant of Prague Villa. 

With just the kind of weather men can get their 
teeth in, the bureau is now happily at work. They have 
the advantage, too, of the expert aid of sound weather 
men like Father Stanley Kromer and Brother Linus. 
All are happy that the right weather has been located 
in Akron and that the program of the U.S. Weather 
Bureau can move forward. 
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Clergyman Says Churches 
Weak in Public Influence 


Dr. C. Kilmer Myers, rector of Protestant Episco- 
pal Chapel of the Intercession in New York City re- 
cently waxed irate at the ineptitude and reluctance of 
the churches in their judgments on immorality in the 
political and business community. Drawing the par- 
ticular ire of Dr. Myers was what he called “The Sys- 
tem.”’ This, he explained, was a device by which politi- 
cians and businessmen escape responsibility for un- 
ethical conduct. 

Dr. Myers related his theme specifically to the New 
York municipal election and to other political issues 
there. Referring to Cardinal Spellman’s headquarters 
as “the power house,” Dr. Myers wanted to know why 
its influence had not been exerted for morality in gov- 
ernment. “Why is it,” he asked, “that we have not heard 
the Roman Catholic Church raise its voice in this city 
in a proclamation of the righteousness of God in the 
face of such deep-seated evil on all sides and in all 
parties?” 

The Protestant Council likewise drew the scorn of 
Dr. Myers who described its voice as “a mere squeak.” 
The outlook of the Council, he said, “is a reflection 
of the tragic defeat of American Protestantism in the 
great metropolitan areas in our nation.” 

The Episcopalian clergyman closed his trenchant 
criticism with the following challenge: 


If it is true that the Catholics control City Hall, it also is 

true to say that Protestants control much of the massive busi- 

ness and banking enterprise in this city. Why has not the voice 

of the Protestant business community been raised in protest 

against The System and the men who profit from hiding be- 

hind it? 

Both Cardinal Spellman and the Protestant Council 
were defended by prominent New York Protestant 


clergyman, Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. 





Huntley at the Brink 


I am quite aware that the aid-to-education 
proposal is full.of all sorts of consideration, 
some of which you have indicated. It is still my 
position that religious prejudice has no place 
when it comes to the basic question of educat- 
ing our children. The same applies to all the so- 
called Constitutional objections of Federal Aid. 
I remind you that thousands of children are get- 
ting short-changed in their education and it is 
my opinion that the spirit of the Constitution 
takes a rather dim view of that situation. 


—Chet Huntley to those who protested implications of 
his telecast on Federal school aid. 
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Wealth of Roman Catholic Church 


Well Concealed But Obviously Great 


Pleas of poverty by the Roman Catholic bishops 
have been advanced on behalf of their claims for Fed- 
eral subsidy to support their denominational schools. 
Careful examination of available data indicates, how- 
ever, that this church has vast financial resources. 

The true extent of these resources is difficult to 
assess for the Roman Catholic Church, unlike most other 
churches, never discloses its financial operations to its 
members. Some account of a parish budget may occa- 
sionally be offered by a local priest to his parishioners, 
but the national wealth of this church is carefully con- 
cealed. Some facts do come to light, however, from 
time to time. 

For example, it has been set forth by a trade journal 
in the field that the annual dollar value of construc- 
tion of Roman Catholic schools, colleges, hospitals 
and churches (in that order of magnitude) is at the 
rate of $1.75 billion a year in the United States. This 
means that the value of the hierarchy’s properties is 
being increased by this figure annually even without 
taking any account of inflation in values. 

Local Property Values 


What is the standing assessed value of Roman 
Catholic Church property in local parishes? Such 
figures are never divulged but anyone with sufficient 
patience can usually dig out the figures at the tax 
office. It must be remembered that the assessment 
value on such property is usually made at a rate far 
below the actual or market value. In Buffalo, N.Y., 
to offer an instance, tax assessors rate the tax-exempt 
Roman Catholic church, school, college and hospital 
land and buildings at $51 million. Yet the hierarchy’s 
own privately released figures give the total church 
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assets there, mainly real estate and buildings, as $236 
million. (CHURCH AND STATE, May, 1961) 

The Research Department of POAU, in a recent 
study of District of Columbia tax office figures, learned 
that although the Roman Catholic Church claims but 
19% of the population of the nation’s capital, it owns 
38% of the dollar value of all religious tax-exempt 
property and 50% of the physical land area so 
exempted. The church’s schools—elementary and high 
schools—in the District of Columbia cover 68.1 acres 
with assessed value at $6,430,000. Colleges and uni- 
versities cover 265.5 acres with assessed value $24.- 
557,000. The total acreage in these categories—333.6— 
bears interesting comparison with the Vatican’s 108.7 
acres. 

District and Nation 

Total assessed value of all Roman Catholic tax 
exempt property in the District is $87,557,000 in the 
above categories. This does not include investment 
properties held by church agencies, or by the Vatican 
itself, on which real estate tax is presumably paid. 
Then, in addition, there is the District’s “foreign gov- 
ernment” tax exempt list which includes the Wash- 
ington headquarters of the Pope’s Apostolic Delegate, 
a plush establishment on Massachusetts Ave. covering 
2 acres and bearing a tag of $550,000. 

A further interesting disclosure is the fact that the 
Roman Catholic Church in Washington, D. C. invests 
less of its money—only 18%—in charitable programs 
than it does in any other category. 

The May, 1961 CHURCH AND STATE estimated, on 
the basis of the Buffalo diocese, that the total of 
directly owned tax-exempt property of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the US. is about $11 billion. 

In addition there are many lands and businesses in- 
directly owned or operated by this church. Also the 
myriad “unrelated” business enterprises which enjoy 
an advantage over commercial competitors in that 
they are exempt from Federal corporate profits tax 
(normally 52%). Finally, and perhaps most significant 
of all, is the revenue-producing potential of the Ro- 
man Catholic members. Sometime ago, for example, 
Cardinal Spellman launched a drive for $25 million 
to build parochial schools in New York. He got nearly 
$40 million. The Mass by Mass, week by week income- 
producing potential is awe-inspiring in .its magni- 
tude. All in all, the Roman Catholic Church is the 
wealthiest organization in the United States outside 
the government itself. 


CHURCH AND STATE 








er @ ws 














HSTHIS MONTH! 


Hines Giveaway 
Has New Angles 


New light has been shed on one 
aspect of the proposed million 
dollar giveaway of the 79-acre Vet- 
erans Administration site to Jesuit 
Loyola University at Hines, Illinois. 
It turns out that John S. Gleason, Jr., 
chief of the Veterans Administra- 
tion, is also a devout Roman Cath- 
olic and also, by a strange coinci- 
dence, a member of the Advisory 
Committee of Loyola University. 
Could this explain Mr. Gleason’s 
enthusiasm for the giveaway to 
Loyola? 

There are remaining questions. 
Why was the donation of the “sur- 
plus” site not carried out by admin- 
istrative order under the 1944 Sur- 
plus Property Act? There is a rumor 
that officials within the Veterans 
Administration refused to approve 
a report declaring the Hines site to 
be surplus. Hence the need of spe- 
cial legislation to put the giveaway 
through. 

This rumor could not be con- 
firmed. Nobody in Veterans is talk- 
ing. This much is known—that 
Congress has asked a recommenda- 
tion from Veterans on the matter. 
The spotlight will be squarely on 
the new general counsel there, Cyril 
F. Brickfield, a Roman Catholic, 
who has just succeeded Fred B. 
Rhodes, Jr., a Baptist. 


Knights Boycott 


Another boycott program spon- 
sored by the Knights of Columbus, 
this time by Council 1964 in West 
Bend, Wis., indicates that boycott 
may have become a standard fea- 
ture of the Knights’ program. When 
the chief knight C. N. Wietor of the 
local council took a dislike to a 
Baptist radio program he decided 
to drive it off the air. 
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Mr. Wietor appealed to the 
Knights to protest the Baptist pro- 
gram to Station WBKV with a 
shower of post cards. “Tell them 
you do not approve of attacks on 
one religion by ministers of another 
over the public air waves, or tell 
them you object to insults to your 
religion and yourself included in 
the Bible Study program sponsored 
by the Baptists,” he told the Knights 
in his communication. 

There are persistent rumors that 
Station WBKY lost substantial ad- 
vertising revenues—as a result of 
the Knights activity—when they re- 
fused to drop the Baptist program. 
The station itself refused to confirm 
these rumors. 





No Religion Test 


In the Buffalo, N. Y. municipal 
election this year a number of can- 
didates of Protestant faith appear 
on the tickets. Last year CHURCH 
AND STATE reported that every can- 
didate on the city-wide tickets of 
the major parties was of Roman 
Catholic faith. 
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This year CHURCH AND STATE is 
able to report the presence on the 
Buffalo party tickets not of one 
Protestant merely, but of no less 
than six. All the rest on both tickets 
are Roman Catholics. 

The presence of Protestants on 
both tickets was regarded by ob- 
servers as convincing evidence that 
no “Catholic test” either official or 
unofficial has been imposed upon 
candidates for municipal office in 
Buffalo. 


Victory in N. Y. 

State Amendment 6 has 
been defeated in the New 
York State referendum held 
Nov. 7. The vote was 1,073,- 
167 for and 1,202,979 
against. The proposal would 
have abrogated church-state 
separation provisions in the 
New York Constitution and 
opened the way to use the 
state’s credit and funds for 
the support of church colleges. 

Commenting on the result, 
Glenn L. Archer, executive di- 
rector of POAU, declared: 
“‘There can be no doubt that 
the citizens of New York 
State who believe in continu- 
ing the American tradition of 
church-state separation have 
won a tremendous victory.” 

Mr. Archer had pointed 
out last year the dangers to 
church-state separation in 
the New York proposal. 
POAU carried on an ac- 
tive educational program 
throughout New York State 
in public meetings, literature 
distribution, ads in the press 
and radio announcements. 
New York regional director, 
Paul Duling, worked in close 
collaboration with other 
groups in the campaign to 
defeat Amendment 6. 














[129] Page 9 








NEWS FROM FAR AND NEAR 


BB Protestants won and lost in recent tussles with the laws of Greece 
concerning prerogatives of the established church. Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
a Baptist of New York, who serves as general secretary of the Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, won in Criminal Court the right to use the title 
“Reverend.” Mr. Zodhiates who had received ordination by the Baptist 
Church had been challenged in his use of “Reverend” on the ground that 
only Greek Orthodox clergymen had a right to this title. 

Pat A Jehovah’s Witness, Demetrius Bakatselos, was sentenced to 30 
days in jail, however, and fined about $67 for distributing a Jehovah’s 
Witness pamphlet to Orthodox members. 

It is rumored that Israel’s dominant Mapai party has committed 
itself to compulsory religious observances in that country. Laws are con- 
templated which would make illegal the raising of pigs and the produc- 
tion of foods prohibited to Jews by religious regulations. The Jewish Sab- 
bath is to be strictly enforced and the Religious Affairs portfolio in the 
cabinet will be restored to the National Religious Front. 
3S When U.S. Air Force jets joined in a fete honoring Dictator Franco’s 
infamous “Blue Division” which fought for Hitler during World War II, 
the Falangist paper Arriba not unnaturally assumed that this was an 
American confession that the Blue Division had fought on the right side 
in World War II when it fought for Hitler. The commanding officer ex- 
plained, however, that the planes were only stunting in honor of the 
patron saint of the city of Zaragonza and that he still felt Hitler wrong. 
[a An epoch-making decision by the Supreme Rabbinical Council of 
Israel has declared that the 7000 members of the B’nai Israel community 
in that country are officially Jews. The issue had been posed by the rab- 
bis’ practice of refusing marriage to members of the sect on the ground 
that their Jewishness was in doubt. Civil marriages are not permitted in 


Israel. — 
Protestant leaders in West Germany have assailed policies and prac- 


tices of Roman Catholic priests in regard to Protestant-Catholic marriages. 
Pastor Erwin Wilken, Lutheran leader, complained that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church regards a million marriages there as “non-existent, although 
they are legally valid... .” 

President John F. Kennedy has been honored with the gift of a 
medallion by Orthodox Patriarch Benedict I of Jerusalem. The medallion 
contains a splinter of what is allegedly the “true cross” on which Christ 
was crucified. The medallion was presented “in recognition of his efforts 
to secure peace... .” 

GE The Grand Cross of the Sovereign Order of Malta, a Roman Cath- 
olic decoration, has been awarded to two American officials—Vice Presi- 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson and Senator Kenneth B. Keating. Similar honors 
went to Henry Cabot Lodge who served until this year as U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations. The Order of Malta is directly under the Pope. 
It has certain traditional rights as a sovereign state and has diplomatic 
recognition by several nations. The propriety of U.S. officials receiving 
decorations from a foreign power was challenged on the floor of Congress 
on July 18, 1957, by Senator Wayne Morse (D., Ore.). He called attention 
to Article 1, section 9 of the U.S. Constitution which forbids public of- 
ficials to receive foreign decorations without the consent of Congress. 
No challenge to the Johnson-Keating decorations has so far been noted. 
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Speno Bill 
Worries Speno 


A law so bad that even its own 
author can’t stand it, was the ver- 
dict on the Speno bill which forces 
school boards in New York State 
to pay for bus transportation to any 
private school that parents may se- 
lect for their child, up to ten miles 
from their door. 

When Walter F. Wessendorf of 
Guilderland, N. Y. drew $1300 for 
driving his daughters to plush AI- 
bany Academy for Girls and when 
the parents of Patricia Cooper put 
in for $5000 to transport her via au- 
tomobile and two ferry boats to 
Sacred Heart of Mary Academy— 
even Mr. Speno had to admit that 
something was wrong somewhere. 

Mr. Speno made the drastic as- 
sertion that he thought no school 
district should be required to pay 
more for a pupil’s transportation to 
a private school than it would cost 
to educate the pupil in a public 
school. He made additional pro- 
posals for changes in his own law. 

The Brooklyn Tablet, a diocesan 
newspaper, editorialized that criti- 
cism of the working of the legisla- 
tion was “part of another attempt 
to smear the Speno-Brennan school 
transportation law.” 
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Catholic Versus Protestant 
In Portuguese Africa 


Officially the struggle in Angola is a rebellion of 
African natives against European imperialists. It is 
also, in part, a struggle between a privileged and reac- 
tionary Roman Catholic Church, in combination with 
Dictator Salazar of Portugal, and a more liberal West- 
ern Protestantism which stands for greater religious 
freedom, the abolition of forced labor, and the sep- 
aration of church and state. 

Since the native rebellion began in Angola last 
March, hundreds of native Protestants have been 
murdered by Portuguese troops and their allies and 
at least five American Protestant missionaries have 
been imprisoned as “subversives” without trial. Rev. 
Malcolm McVeigh, an American missionary working 
in Angola under the Board of Missions of the Method- 
ist Church tells me: “According to the best figures that 
we can establish, of the 164 [Methodist] pastors and 
teachers of the Luanda [Angola capital] Region, 30 
are supposedly still in prison, 23 killed, 34 are still 
free, and the whereabouts of 77 are still unknown. Of 
the 34 who are still free, only 10 are at their posts.” 

Since Roman Catholic missionaries in Angola have 
scarcely been disturbed, it is not surprising that both 
the Methodist Board of Missions and POAU have 
protested to the American State Department that the 
Portuguese authorities are using the occasion to prac- 
tice anti-Protestant discrimination. The Methodist 
Board has identified the basic causes behind the great 
Angola uprising as the “harsh practices” of Portuguese 
colonialism and the lack of education for the natives. 
About 99 per cent of the natives of Portuguese Africa 
are illiterate after four centuries of Portuguese rule 
during which the Roman Catholic Church has been 
the primary guardian of education. 

Gunboats and Concordats 

Military power, of course, is not the solution for 
any missionary problem. I have never believed in 
rescuing missionaries with guns and gunboats. I was 
in China twice during the early stages of the Chinese 
revolution, staying at Protestant compounds in Shang- 
hai, Hankow and Peking, and I saw how the use of 
armed force created permanent hostility to all foreign 
culture. The issue that lies between Portugal and 
Western Protestantism can never be solved by resort 
to arms. 
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But there is no reason why Americans should not 
know the facts about the forces behind the persecution 
of Protestants in Portuguese Africa. Portugal, one of 
the two surviving clerical fascist nations of Europe, 
practices the union of church and state in its colonies, 
and its political-religious partner is the Vatican. In 
1940 Salazar made a formal deal with the Vatican in a 
Concordat which is considered a model treaty by the 
Church. Under Article 9 of the mission part of that 
deal (the Missionary Agreement), Salazar’s govern- 
ment agreed to pay both the salaries and the travelling 
expenses of all Roman Catholic missionaries in Portu- 
guese Africa. The Roman Catholic missions are recog- 
nized as “institutions of imperial unity,” and the Roman 
Catholic missionaries are part of the state apparatus. 

Naturally they do not bite the hand that feeds them, 
although one Angolan monsignor of mixed blood, 
Manuel Mendes das Neves, did speak out against the 
government’s native policies in March and was 
promptly arrested. Some Protestants are allowed to 
enter Angola and to function without state support 
because Portugal is a party to the Berlin Act of 1885 
which guaranteed to member states some freedom of 
entrance for missionaries. But any foreign Protestant 
can be shipped out of any Portuguese colony without 
trial if a local governor decides that his conduct is 
“prejudicial to the interests of national sovereignty” — 
and what self-respecting Protestant would not be an- 
tagonistic to a political-religious dictatorship which 
completely destroys freedom of the press and denies 
the natives the right to elect a single government rep- 
resentative of their own? 


The Protestant ‘‘Subversives”’ 


Although Angola, which is three times the size of 
California, has only 300,000 Protestants as against 
1,500,000 Roman Catholics in its 5,000,000 population, 
the Protestant mission schools are relatively important 
since their directors believe in education and prepar- 
ation for self-government. Benjamin Welles said in 
the New York Times last April: 

Since rebellion broke out in north Angola on March 15, 
the regime-controlled newspapers have been permitted— 
some believe they have been inspired by local authorities— 
to wage a mounting campaign against “catequistas.”’ These 
are Angolans who have been educated in Protestant mis- 
sions, which have been in the territory since 1880. About 


20,000 Angolans are receiving free education from Protestant 
missions. 


Roman Catholic newspapers in both Angola and 
the United States have not hesitated to equate Com- 
munism and Protestantism as jointly responsible for 
native discontent. Said the chief Roman Catholic dio- 
cesan paper of the United States, The Register: ““Those 
who do most to exaggerate conditions in Portuguese 
Africa are Baptist and Methodist missionaries. . .. Those 


[131] Page 11 








who instigate the Angolese trouble are Communist 
agents who exploit native savagery in the same way 
as they did in the Congo.” Over in Mozambique, 
Portugal’s other major African colony, Cardinal 
Gouveia announced recently that there were two great 
dangers in Africa, Communism and Protestantism, 
and the greater of these was Protestantism. 
Meanwhile, it is clear that in the long history of 
Portuguese Africa the Roman Catholic Church has 
made no serious attempt to fulfill its primary mission 
to educate. Until 1908 it completely controlled com- 
mon education, and under the 1941 Missionary Statute 
it is still “totally entrusted” with operating—at gov- 
ernment expense—the colony’s rudimentary schools. 





Oklahoma Injunction 


There were only 13 native high school graduates in 
Angola in 1960; and in Mozambique in 1958 there 
was only one African with a university degree, while 
less than 2 per cent of the Mozambique natives ever 
went as high as the third grade in school. 

Happily, our American government’s policy con- 
cerning Portuguese colonialism in general is quite sat- 
isfactory. Adlai Stevenson voted for a thorough inves- 
tigation of Angolan affairs last spring at the United 
Nations and expressed the hope that Portugal would 
move rapidly toward more self-determination. If an 
investigation ever comes, it might well begin with an 
inquiry into the techniques of clerical imperialism as 
it is practiced in the name of holy faith. 





Bars Sectarian Bus Aid 


A permanent injunction barring the transportation 
of students to parochial schools on public school buses 
has been halted by a permanent injunction granted by 
District Judge Robert Hert in Oklahoma City. A thirty 
day stay was granted to permit other arrangements to 
be made. Transportation had begun to St. Philip Neri 
parochial school in Midwest City as an effort by the 
local school board to be “neighborly.” Buses simply 
picked up the students along their regular routes. 

Before long, the pickups were operating in such a 
way that public school students were forced off en- 
tirely or made to stand for lack of room, according to 
the complaining parents. Catholic Action sent eight 
attorneys into the fray. Some parents of St. Philip Neri 
school were denied permission to enter the case as in- 
tervenors but were granted the status of codefendants 
with the board of education. 

Gene Matthews, attorney for the Roman Catholic 
school, relied heavily on the Everson Case (1947) in 
the United States Supreme Court. He argued that Ev- 
erson made expenditures for parochial bus transporta- 
tion permissive with any local board. It was the con- 
tention of plaintiff attorney Jack P. Trezise that Ever- 
son dealt purely with a First Amendment issue in a 
way that did not affect state practice and state law. 

Mr. Trezise pointed to the unequivocal provisions 
of the state constitution which reads: 


No public money or property shall ever be appropriated, 
applied, donated, directly or indirectly, for the use, benefit, 
or support of any sect, church, denomination, or system of 
religion, or for the use, benefit or support of any priest, 
preacher, minister, or other religious teacher, or dignitary, 
or sectarian institution as such. 
He reminded the court that a law passed by the Okla- 
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homa legislature authorizing expenditures for private 
school transportation had been declared unconstitu- 
tional by the Oklahoma Supreme Court in 1941. He 
also cited a number of state Supreme Court decisions 
since Everson which barred such expenditures under 
provisions of the states’ constitution. 


Roman Catholic attorneys in the case have indicated . 


that they would appeal all the way to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Some attorneys felt that 
the narrow 5-4 decision by which that body held paro- 
chial bus aid not to be in violation of the First Amend- 
ment, might conceivably be reversed. They pointed to 
the fact that much more as to the real extent of Roman 
Catholic financial demands for public funds had now 
been disclosed. Also that the attempt to use permissive 
bus transportation as precedent for more substantive 
forms of public aid to Roman Catholic institutions was 
now fully understood. All agreed that the Midwest 
City, Okla. case would be followed closely by attorneys 
interested in church-state problems. 





Quote of the Month 


I was shocked to discover that the federal 
bureaucrats already had a plan to control the 
thoughts of our sons and daughters. And these 
bureaucrats have been collaborating with gov- 
ernments throughout the world—godless gov- 
ernments whose leaders jeer and sneer at what 
they call our stupidity in believing in God. 


—Bishop Roman R. Atkielski of Milwaukee commenting 
on proposals for Federal aid to education. 
Milwaukee Journal, Oct. 9, 1961 
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A lower court in New York has 
ordered a child to be reared in the 
Jewish faith despite the expressed 
desire of both the mother and the 


child himself that he be reared in the 
Christian Science faith. The boy is 
Lewis Jay Gluckstern, son of Philip 
Gluckstern and his former wife, 
Mrs. Sylvia Glasser. A divorce 
agreement signed by the Gluck- 
sterns stipulated that the boy was to 
be brought up in the father’s faith, 
Jewish. The mother later became a 
Christian Science convert and took 
her child to that church. Justice 
Thomas J. Aurelio held the mother 
in contempt, fined her $250, and or- 
dered her to resume Jewish teaching 
for the child. 


* * * 


Purchases at church rummage 
sales and other charitable events are 
now subject to state sales tax in Illi- 
nois, according to a ruling of that 
state’s Department of Revenue. 

* * * 

Father Carl M. Reinert, president 
of the Jesuit Creighton University 
in Omaha, has announced that his 
institution would take over about 
3% blocks in the heart of an urban 
renewal project in Omaha which 
might be used for a new medical 
school. “The Federal Government 
and Creighton as partners, so to 
speak, will pay the total cost of the 
project,” he said. He then added a 
warning to Omahans: “If we can- 
not see the greatness for which this 
city is destined, we should make way 
for those who can.” 

* * * 

California state funds will supply 
half the construction cost of a hospi- 
tal to be built for the Daughters of 
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in 
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Daly City. The institution is de- 
scribed as a “community hospital.” 
“I can assume that religion played 
no part in this,” said Councilman 
Leo J. Ryan who was largely respon- 
sible for the arrangement. 

* * * 


Three classrooms in St. Leo the 
Great parochial school of Flint, 
Mich., will be rented to the public 
school board during the current 
school year. No announcement has 
been made in regard to religious 
images and insignia already in the 


rooms. 





The attorney general’s office in 
Oklahoma has refused to permit 
service to parochial school students 
in a public high school cafeteria at 
Cushing in that state. J. H. John- 
son, an assistant attorney general, 
cited Supreme Court decisions in- 
dicating that the state’s funds could 
not be used for services to non- 
public schools. Request for a ruling 
had come from Rev. George Davis, 
a Church of Christ minister. 


A “freedom bus” chartered by 
Citizens for Educational Freedom, a 
Roman Catholic Action group, was 
driven to Jefferson City from St. 
Louis carrying a delegation of Ro- 
man Catholics who demanded bus 
service for their denominational 
schools. Governor Dalton and At- 
torney General Thomas F. Eagleton 
pointed out that they had sworn to 
uphold Missouri law and that under 
a 1953 decision of the Supreme 
Court public funds could not be 
used for transportation to private 
schools in Missouri. 

* * * 


Vincent Hallinan, a former Ro- 
man Catholic, has filed suit in the 
court of California challenging a will 
which left $200,000 to Roman Cath- 
olic institutions. Mr. Hallinan 
charged that the decedent had been 
influenced by “statements and mis- 
representations” of Roman Catholic 
officials that “an individual can ease 
his way through a purgatory into a 


heaven.” 
* * * 


Rep. James J. Delaney (D., N.Y.) 
whose vote in Rules Committee 
proved decisive against the Admin- 
istration’s Federal aid bill, will in- 
troduce his own bill when Congress 
reconvenes. It calls for $20 a year 
in Federal aid for every elementary 
and high school student in the coun- 
try. The money will be paid to the 
school district or, in the case of pa- 
rochial schools, to the school itself, 
on behalf of the student. Similar 
payments by states and communi- 
ties were recently ruled unconstitu- 
tional in the courts of Vermont. 

* * * 


Members of the Amarillo, Tex. 
school board were startled when a 
Catholic priest, Father Edward 
Kiernan, applied to teach Bible in 
the local public high schools. 
Courses are currently offered under 
sponsorship of the Amarillo Minis- 
terial Assn. Fr. Kiernan was furned 
down on the ground that the courses 
must be “on a non-sectarian basis.” 
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Parochial Problems 
Demand Tax Funds 


The Roman Catholic Church, facing serious finan- 
cial problems in connection with its denominational 
schools, is exerting strong pressures for government 
aid. It has chosen this alternative rather than that of 
allocating some of its own vast funds for expanded 
educational services. Diocesan bishops are discovering 
that they cannot meet their parish school costs on the 
basis of their traditional allocation for this item. Rather 
than disturb other categories of expenditure, they are 
turning to government to take up the slack. 

Chief reason for the financial problem is the relative 
decline in recruitment of teaching nuns. With burgeon- 
ing Roman Catholic schools and a pressing demand for 
new teachers, the number of nuns remains virtually 
static. By 1970 Roman Catholic leaders predict that 
they will have to employ two lay teachers for every 
nun or brother. 





This trend makes difficulties for a church that has 
geared its school economy to persons who work for 
little but bare subsistence. Now appears the lay teacher 
who demands a salary. The parish school of Our Lady 
of Mercy in Baton Rouge reports 27 lay teachers with- 
out a single religious. Two new parishes in St. Louis 
have been founded without parish schools because no 
nuns were available. In the St. Paul archdiocese 13 
parish schools will offer fewer than eight grades in 
their schools for the same reason. 

A solution of the problem proposed by Msgr. G. W. 
Casey in the Boston Pilot is that the church give up 
some of its elementary schools and concentrate on 
high schools. Others have made the opposite proposal 
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Bailey Suggests 
New School Plan 


A revised scho»l aid plan which would benefit pub- 
lic schools only was suggested in the Congressional 
Record in October by Rep. Cleveland M. Bailey of 
West Virginia, senior member of the House Commit- 
tee on Education and Labor. Under Mr. Bailey’s plan 
the Federal Government would spend about $312,- 
000,000 a year as against an expenditure of approxi- 
mately $800,000,000 under administration proposals. 

The Bailey plan was immediately attacked in the 
Roman Catholic press on the ground that it “ignored” 
the demands of parochial schools. Administration 
leaders have not commented on its merits. 

Under Mr. Bailey’s plan the Federal Government 
would grant to each state a sum equal to two per cent 
of its expenditures on public education, and the states 
would be free to spend this sum through their ordinary 
machinery of educational appropriations. Thus, the 
supposed danger of Federal control of education would 
be eliminated and at the same time no money would 
be included for private and parochial schools unless 
the state receiving the funds also permitted some ex- 
penditures already for private school bus transporta- 
tion. Private schools would not be permitted to share 
in the funds for their central activities. 

Mr. Bailey’s formula would cut the Federal appro- 
priation of any state which reduced its own expendi- 
tures for schools, and the Federal cut would therefore 
tend to serve as a penalty for such curtailment. 
Poorer states would receive the benefit of a supple- 
mentary bonus scheme under which they would re- 
ceive an extra payment if their per capita income fell 
below the national average. 





—that high schools be abandoned at some points in 
the interest of getting every Roman Catholic child in 
an elementary school. Still another plan was followed 
by Father Joseph J. McGraw of St. Joseph Parish, 
Strongsville, O., who barred children whose parents 
were not coming through with their contributions. 

The nature of the problem is illustrated in New York 
where Roman Catholic lay teachers receive $2100 to 
$2400 whereas the national average wage for public 
school teachers is $5,215. Nuns receive only mainte- 
nance running from $650 to $1899, depending on the 
cost of living. 

Apparently no leaders of the church have seriously 
proposed reduction of some item such as support for 
the Vatican in favor of a larger allocation to schools. 
Nor have they urged abrogation of the rule which for- 
bids Roman Catholic children to use the public schools. 
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Cleric Attacks Public Schools 
Director Windham Makes Reply 


As his co-religionists at Loyola University were de- 
manding 79 acres of free Federal land, Msgr. William 
E. McManus, superintendent of Chicago’s Roman 
Catholic schools, unleashed an attack on the city’s 
public school system. He was promptly answered by 
Rev. James M. Windham, regional director of POAU. 
Msgr. McManus urged retention of double sessions at 
public schools, arguing that students learned almost as 
much on half sessions as on full sessions. New con- 
struction was not necessitated by double sessions, he 
declared. 

In an implied threat of a “tax strike” by Roman 
Catholics, Msgr. McManus declared that Roman 
Catholics “cannot afford taxes for irresponsible or ex- 
travagant public school expenditures.” He went on to 
say that “we will resist high taxes that would confiscate 
money which Catholics have set aside in their family 
budgets for the support of parochial schools.” He com- 
plained that “much of the high cost of living in Chicago 
is due to the great expense of public education.” 





The attempt of Msgr. McManus to divide the com- 
munity religiously and to stir up trouble for the public 
schools was promptly countered by Mr. Windham: 
“While we readily support the right of private or paro- 
chial schools to function in the American system, we 
abhor the growing attacks made upon the American 
public school system by those who would compete for 
public support of their private institutions. The efforts 
of Msgr. McManus and other leaders of his church to 
obtain Federal support of their schools is well 
known... .” 
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Mr. Windham also pointed out that Msgr. McManus’ 
advocacy of Saturday classes for public school pupils 
“completely ignores the religious practices of . . . Jew- 
ish and Seventh-Day Adventist families [for whom] 
Saturday is a day of worship.” 

“The statements attributed to Msgr. McManus can 
in no instance be attributed to a sincere concern for 
the strengthening of public education,” Mr. Windham 
went on. “They stand out clearly as another attempt 
in this country by clerical voices to impose sectarian 
interests upon the citizenry of the nation and to deter- 
mine the course of public affairs . . . Let the officials 
of parochial schools remember that the running of the 
public schools is the business of the selected public 
school officials.” 

Other observers agreed that Msgr. McManus’ attack 
on the public schools was inspired by his fear of the 
rapid growth and increase in excellence of the public 
school system in Chicago. Beset by all kinds of inade- 
quacies in his own parochial system Msgr. McManus 
was determined that the public system would not move 
further ahead by a “building spree.” 








Msgr. McManus Speaks 


The financing of schools through public taxa- 
tion is a responsibility of government, especially 
of local and State governments. This responsi- 
bility entails an obligation to observe the norms 
of distributive justice in distributing tax funds 
among the schools within the community. Since 
government itself has nothing to teach, and be- 
cause government receives a full return from its 
educational investment when a school produces 
well-trained citizens, therefore, every school to 
which parents may send their children in com- 
pliance with the compulsory education laws of 
the State is entitled to a fair share of tax funds. 
Local and State governments which refuse to 
support schools not under the control of the 
local school board are guilty of an injustice 
against other qualified schools within the com- 
munity. 

-Msgr. William E. McManus, testifying before a House 


Committee on Education, in 1947. (He was represent- 
ing tne National Catholic Welfare Conference). 











[135] Page 15 








FEDERAL 
AID 


TO 


PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS 





Read C. STANLEY LOWELL’s “Testimony to 
Congressional Committees on Tax Aid 
for Sectarian Schools.” 52 pages 

| 50c a copy Order Below: 


Send _____Copies of ‘Federal Aid to 
Parochial Schools’ To: 
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by C. Stanley Lowell 
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POAU « 1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. « Washington 6, D.C. 
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